CHAPTER VI
THE IMMORTAL STORY OF SCOTT AND THE SOUTH POLE
THE Antarctic tragedy in which Captain Scott and his
companions lost their lives touched the public imagina-
tion more than any other similar event had ever done.
The terrible Franklin disaster, linked to Antarctica by the ships
Erebus and Terror, occurred before the days of universal educa-
tion and the diffusion of news, so that even the loss of over a
hundred officers and men could not make such a wide or direct
appeal as the, fortunately, smaller fatality of 1912.
Scott's death touched the heart of the British people, and
through them the whole civilized world, in a singularly signifi-
cant manner; and to this day hearts are stirred to their depths
by its recollection. The story that led up to it is a national epic,
set like a magnificent symphony in a minor key, interspersed
with movements in the major, and has added to the emotional
enrichment of mankind.
Scott was descended from the great Border clan which boasted
the renowned Sir Walter as its brightest light. The explorer's
ancestors first came into prominence during the eighteenth cen-
tury, when they were Jacobites; and his great-grandfather spent
his life in exile. The fighting services daimed most members
of the family for several generations, but the grandson of the
exile was delicate and followed a mercantile career in a family
brewery at Plymouth* He was the father of the famous Antarctic
explorer.
Robert Falcon Scott was born near Devonport on June 6,
1868, and educated, first at Stoke Dameral and later at Stubbing-
ton House, Fareham. In 1881 he was entered a Naval Cadet in
the Britannia., and in 1883 joined the Boadicea as a Midshipman.
His naval career was distinguished, for the British Navy " was
a religion with him "*; and Sir Clements Markham picked him
out as a likely officer to lead an expedition as far back as 1887*
It was not until the year 1900 that Scott was promoted to the
rank of Commander and appointed to the Discovery.
1" Captain Scott," Stephen Gwynn, 4,
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